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The 1991 edition of Black Is... 
continues the tradition of the Boston 
Public Library’s celebration of Black 
History Month in February of each 
year. 

This selected list was compiled 
by Lois Henry, General Library, 
Reader and Information Services; 
Suzanne Rickles, Mattapan Branch 
Library; Jubilee Smith, Dudley 
Branch Library; Miriam Temsky, 
General Library, Young Adults Room; 
and Elaine McLean, Uphams Corner 
Branch Library, Chairperson. 


tClassics 
*Recommended for Young Adults 


Black Is... Fiction 


AGE OF IRON 
J. M. Coetzee 
A powertul, frightening examination 


of what apartheid has done to South 
Africa. 


tANOTHER COUNTRY 
James Baldwin 


t* THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
MISS JANE PITTMAN 
Ernest Gaines 


t*BLACK-EYED SUSANS 
Mary Helen Washington, editor 


*CLOVER 
Dori Sanders 
Ten-year-old Clover Hill goes to live 
with her father’s white widow in a 
small town in South Carolina. 


+t*THE COLOR PURPLE 
Alice Walker 
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t*CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY 


Alan Paton 


THE FAMILY 

Buchi Emecheta 

The hardships and triumphs of a 
young Jamaican girl chronicled by 
a Nigerian-born author. 


THE HALLELUJAH FLIGHT 

Jack Lynn 

In the Depression year of 1932, James 
Banning and Thomas Allen set out 
to be the first Afro-Americans to fly 
coast-to-coast. Based on a true story. 


| GET ON THE BUS 

Reginald McKnight 

Restless and out-of-sorts, Evan Norris 
joins the Peace Corps and goes to 
Senegal where he searches for his 
ethnic and cultural roots. 


t*THE INVISIBLE MAN 


Ralph Ellison 


FLUCY, 
Jamaica Kincaid 
A teenage girl from the West Indies 
discovers the good and the bad of 
life and love when she comes to the 
United States to work as an “au pair.” 


tTHE MAN WHO CRIED | AM 


John A. Williams 


MIDDLE PASSAGE 

Charles Johnson 

In 1830 a freed slave escapes an 
unwanted marriage by stowing away 
ona ship that turns out to be a slaver 
bound for Africa. 


*MY SON’S STORY 

Nadine Gordimer 

The son of a “coloured” political 
activist and a white South African 
woman tells of his parents’ tragic 
love affair. 


t*NATIVE SON 


Richard Wright 


NOT LONG FOR THIS WORLD 
Gar Haywood 

Los Angeles private eye Aaron Gun- 
ner steps into the world of teenage 
gangs when a youth advocate is 
murdered. 


PHILADELPHIA FIRE 

John Wideman 

Haunted by the story of one spectral 
child survivor seen fleeing the MOVE 
inferno, expatriot Cudjoe returns to 
his native Philadelphia. 


tSONG OF SOLOMON 
Toni Morrison 


tTHEIR EYES WERE 
WATCHING GOD 
Zora Hurston 


tTHINGS FALL APART 
Chinua Achebe 


TIES OF BLOOD 

Gillian Slovo 

Four generations of two families — 
one white, one Black — confront 
apartheid in South Africa. 


WALKS WITHOUT A SOUL 
George W. Proctor 


Slave Nate Wagoner and his family 


live a hard but relatively free life as 
sharecroppers in pre-Civil War Texas 
until Commanche raiders steal his 
wife and daughters. 


t*THE WOMEN OF 


BREWSTER PLACE 
Gloria Naylor 


Black Is... Personalities 


t*THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 


MALCOLM X 
With the assistance of Alex Haley 


BASHING CHICAGO 
TRADITIONS 
Melvin G. Holli and Paul M. Green 
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A provocative examination of critical 
issues under Chicago's first Black 
mayor. 


t*BLACK BOY 


Richard Wright 


BLACK, FRENCH, AND AFRICAN: 
A Life of Leopold Sedar Senghor 
Janet G. Vaillant 

Senghor seeks to resolve the conflict 
between his African heritage and the 
French culture in which he was 
educated. 


BLACK IN SELMA: The 
Uncommon Life of 

J. L. Chestnut, Jr. 

J. L. Chestnut, Jr. and Julia Cass 
During the headline-grabbing events 
of 1965 in Selma, a determined Black 
youth overcomes discrimination and 
becomes one of Alabama’s most 
successful lawyers. 


CALL HER MISS ROSS 

J. Randy Taraborrelli 

The unauthorized biography of 
Diana Ross. 


t*COMING OF AGE IN MISSISSIPPI 


Anne Moody 


*EVERY GOOD-BYE AIN’T 


GONE: Family Portraits and 
Personal Escapades 

Itabari Njeri 

The author describes the lives of 
Black Americans and West Indians 
in Brooklyn and Harlem during the 
1950’s and traces the effects of rac- 
ism on herself and her family. 


GOAL DUST: An Autobiography 
Woody Strode and Sam Young 
Strode remembers his life as a Black 
athlete in the 1930's and 1940’s and 
as an actor inthe 1950's and 1960’s. 


t*1 ALWAYS WANTED TO BE 


SOMEBODY 
Althea Gibson 


t*1 KNOW WHY THE CAGED failed, can keep this good woman 


BIRD SINGS down. 

Maya Angelou +*UP FROM SLAVERY 
*KAREEM Booker T. Washington 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and 

Rien oni VeGartny VOICES IN THE MIRROR: 


An outstanding pro-basketball star 
recalls the highs and lows of his 
record-breaking career. 


t*LADY SINGS THE BLUES 


Billie Holiday 


tLIFE AND TIMES OF 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
Written by Himself 


t*MANCHILD IN THE 


PROMISED LAND 
Claude Brown 


OUTRAGE: The Story behind the 
Tawana Brawley Hoax 

Robert McFadden 

The purported rape of a Black teen- 
ager by white men in a village north 
of New York City. 


*RUN, BULLET, RUN 

Bob Hayes with Robert Peck 

The “world’s fastest human” 
recounts his life and rise to stardom 
as a football player and track star. 


RUNNING TOUGH: Memories 
of a Football Maverick 

Tony Dorsett 

The former running back of the Dal- 
las Cowboys takes a candid look at 
his career, racism in professional 
sports, and the power of the media. 


tSOUL ON ICE 
Eldridge Cleaver 


SUPREME FAITH: Someday We'll 
Be Together 
Mary Wilson 
Neither the back-biting business of 
music, nor affairs both famed and 
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An Autobiography 

Gordon Parks 

This famed photographer rose from 
poor Kansas beginnings to world- 
wide triumph. 


WHITNEY M. YOUNG, JR., 

AND THE STRUGGLE FOR 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

Nancy J. Weiss 

A profile of the charismatic former 
director of the National Urban 
League. 


WORKING THE PLATE: 

The Eric Gregg Story 

Eric Gregg and Marty Appel 

A behind-the-scenes look at base- 
ball’s most colorful and controversial 
umpire. 


Black Is... 
Black Expressions 


AND SO I SING: African- 
American Divas of Opera 

and Concert 

Rosalyn M. Story 

The lives and careers of Black singers 
from before Marian Anderson to 
Jessye Norman and Kathleen Battle. 


*THE BLACK TRADITION IN 
AMERICAN DANCE 
Richard A. Long 
A beautifully illustrated overview 
from minstrel shows to “jazz, tap, 
and beyond.” 


+*BLACK VOICES. An Anthology of 


Afro-American Literature. 
Abraham Chapman, editor 


CROSSTOWN TRAFFIC: 

Jimi Hendrix and the Post-War 
Rock ’n’ Roll Revolution 

Charles Murray 

How did the meeting of blues, jazz, 
soul, rock, and Jimi Hendrix affect 
the future of music? 


t*FOR COLORED GIRLS WHO 
HAVE CONSIDERED SUICIDE, 
WHEN THE RAINBOW IS ENUF: 
A Choreopoem. 

Ntozake Shange 


GRACE NOTES 

Rita Dove 

A shimmering collection from the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet. 


*1 SHALL NOT BE MOVED 
Maya Angelou 
A famous poet’s most recent works 
.. . powerful and revealing. 


LOOKING UP AT DOWN: The 
Emergence of Blues Culture 
William Barlow 

Through small towns and big cities 
in search of a thoroughly American 
art form. 


*MO’ BETTER BLUES 
Spike Lee 
A behind-the-scenes look at Lee’s 
latest film, including screenplay, 
interviews, and frank comments 
from cast and crew. 


THE MOTOWN ALBUM 
Ben Fong-lorres 


A gorgeously illustrated chronicle of 


stars and star makers of “Hitsville/’ 
t*A RAISIN IN THE SUN 
Lorraine Hansberry 


t*THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLK 
William E. B. Dubois 


TALK THAT TALK 
Linda Goss and Marian E. Barnes 
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An anthology of Afro-American 
storytelling. 


t*TO BE YOUNG, GIFTED, 


AND BLACK 
Lorraine Hansberry 


WILD WOMEN IN THE 
WHIRLWIND: Afro-American 
Culture and the Contemporary 
Literary Renaissance 

Essays trace Black women’s writing 
from the struggles of Phillis Wheatley 
to the spirituality of Alice Walker. 


tTHE WRETCHED OF THE EARTH 


Frantz Fanon 


Black Is... History and 
Contemporary Issues 


AFRO-AMERICAN WOMEN 

OF THE SOUTH AND THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF THE RACE, 
1895-1925 

Cynthia Neverdon-Morton 

The accomplishments of Black 
clubwomen’s activities are a tribute 
to Black women as agents of change. 


t*BEFORE THE MAYFLOWER 


Lerone Bennett 
A history of Black America. 


BLACK AWAKENING IN 
CAPITALIST AMERICA 

Robert L. Allen 

Black America, surrounded by rac- 
ism, becomes an under-developed 
domestic colony within the United 
States. 


tBLACK MOSES 


Edmund D. Cronon 

The story of Marcus Garvey and the 
Universal Negro Improvement 
Association. 


BLACK, WHITE, 

AND SOUTHERN 

David R. Goldfield 

Race relations and Southern culture, 
1940 to the present. 


tBLACK WOMEN IN 
WHITE AMERICA 
Gerda Lerner 
A documentary history. 


BLACK YANKEES 

William D. Piersen 

The development of an Afro-Amer- 
ican subculture in 18th century New 
England. 


BROKEN ALLIANCE 

Jonathan Kaufman 

The turbulent times between Blacks 
and Jews in America. 


A COMMON DESTINY: Blacks 
and American Society 

Gerald D. Jaynes and Robin M. 
Williams, Jr., editors 

The status of Black Americans since 
1940. 


DESTRUCTION OF 

BLACK CIVILIZATION 
Chancellor Williams 

Great issues of the Race from 4500 
B.C. to 2000 A.D. 


*FREEDOM BOUND 
Robert Weisbrot 
A history of America’s Civil Rights 
Movement. 


FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM 
John Hope Franklin 
A History of Negro Americans. 


LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL: 
Racial Reform and the Social 
Gospel (1877-1925) 

Ronald C. White 

How Christian faith, applied to social 
issues and the ongoing struggle for 
racial equality, changed American 
history. 
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MIS-EDUCATION OF 
THE NEGRO 
Carter G. Woodson 


t*ROOTS 


Alex Haley 


t*STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM 


Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The Montgomery story. 


TUXEDO JUNCTION: Essays on 
American Culture 

Gerald Early 

Brilliant essays compare the inter- 
section of Black and white cultures. 


UP FROM WASHINGTON 
Sheldon Avery 

William Pickens and the Negro 
struggle for equality, 1900-1954. 


*WOMEN, CULTURE 
AND POLITICS 
Angela Y. Davis 
Lectures, addresses and writings offer 
far-reaching suggestions for reform 
in society and politics. 


WORLD’S GREAT MEN 
OF COLOR 
J. A. Rogers 


YOUNG, BLACK AND MALE 
IN AMERICA 

Jewelle Gibbs, editor 

An endangered species. 


Black Is... 
The International Scene 


AFRICA: Dispatches from a 
Fragile Continent 

Blaine Harden 

African people relate their concerns 
about such issues as tribalism, dis- 
ease, and the need for leadership. 


BLAME ME ON HISTORY 

Bloke Modisane 

An anguished South African jour- 
nalist recounts the destruction of his 
multi-racial community to make way 
for a “whites only” suburb. 


*HISTORY OF AFRICA 
Kevin Shillington 
The African view of events from 
before the time of Alexander of 
Macedon up to the end of colonial- 
ism by “settlers.” 


ISARA: A Voyage around Essay 
Wole Soyinka 

The Nigerian Nobel Prize-winning 
novelist looks at life under the polit- 
ical oppression of colonialism in the 
time of his forebears. 


MAASAI DAYS 
Chery! Bentsen 
Will Maasai traditions survive an 
encroaching 20th century lifestyle? 


MAU MAU: An African Crucible 
Robert B. Edgerton 

A psychiatrist concludes that the 
atrocities of the white settlers both 
precipitated and went far beyond the 
bloody reaction of the Mau Mau. 


THE MIND OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Allister Sparks 

Is how South Africa came to be 
related to what South Africa has 
become? A white South African 


journalist examines his troubled 
land. 


SAMBA 

Alma Guillermoprieto 

The life and culture of Black Brazil- 
ians in Rio de Janeiro seen through 
the eyes of a Mexican samba 
aficionado. 


SAVE THE BELOVED COUNTRY 
Alan Paton 
These controversial political essays 
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span 25 years and include profiles 
of Luthuli, Mandela, Tutu, and 
Buthelezi. 


*THE STRUGGLE: A History of 
the African National Congress 
Heidi Holland 
It began over 50 years ago as a 
peaceful resistance movement. 


The Best of Black Is... 
1970-1990 


From the lists of the last 20 years, 
here are the books which spoke 
strongly of their time and still 
have impact today. 


*THE AFRICANS 
Ali A. Mazrui 


*AND STILL I RISE 
Maya Angelou 


ANGELA DAVIS: 
An Autobiography 
Angela Y. Davis 


ALL ABOUT HEALTH 
AND BEAUTY FOR THE 
BLACK WOMAN 
Naomi Sims 


BACKSTAIRS AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE 
Gwen Bagni 


BEAUTIFUL ALSO ARE THE 
SOULS OF MY BLACK SISTERS 
Jeanne L. Noble 


*BELOVED 
Toni Morrison 


BLACK BOSTONIANS: Family 
Life and Community Struggle in 
the Antebellum North 

James Oliver Horton 


BLACK CHILD CARE 
James P Comer and 
Alvin F. Poussaint 


*BLOODS, An Oral History of the 
Vietnam War 
Wallace Terry 


*CATCH A FIRE: The Life of 
Bob Marley 
Timothy White 


*COTTON CANDY ON A 
RAINY DAY 
Nikki Giovanni 


*EYES ON THE PRIZE: America’s 
Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965 
Juan Williams 


| DREAM A WORLD: Portraits 
of Black Women Who 
Changed America 

Brian Lanker 


*| SOUGHT MY BROTHER: An 
Afro-American Reunion 
Allen S. Counter and David L. 
Evans 


| WRITE WHAT I LIKE 
Steven Biko 


IN SEARCH OF SISTERHOOD: 
Delta Sigma Theta and the 
Challenge of the Black 
Sorority Movement 

Paula Giddings 


FATHERHOOD 
Bill Cosby 


*FENCES 
August Wilson 


THE HARDER THEY COME 
Michael Thelwell 


JAZZ IS 
Nat Hentoff 


*KAFFIR BOY: The True Story of a 
Black Youth’s Coming of Age in 
Apartheid South Africa 
Mark Mathabane 


KENYATTA 
Jeremy Murray-Brown 


A 


*MAMA 


Terry McMillan 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: 
A Documentary, Montgomery 
to Memphis 

Flip Schulke 


“MASTER HAROLD” —AND 
THE BOYS 
Athol Fugard 


*PARTING THE WATERS: America 


in the King Years, 1954-63 
Taylor Branch 


*PAUL ROBESON 


Martin B. Duberman 


SALLY HEMINGS 
Barbara Chase-Riboud 


A SOLDIER’S PLAY 


Charles Fuller 
STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART 
Jesse Jackson 
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